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confirmed. But as exercife becomes t . 
d.ous and painful, when we make u fe of 
t only as the means of health, f 0 read 

>ng ,s too apt to grow uneafy and bur' 

denlome when we apply ourfelves to it 
ly for our improvement in virtue. For 
this reafon, the virtue and inftruaion 
which we gather from a fable or alle- 
gory, is like the health we get by hunt- 
ing, as we are engaged in an agreeable 
purfuit tnat draws us on with pleafure, 
and makes us infenfible of the fatigues 
with which it is attended. 
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|HE Learned are divided in their 
hft fentiments about this great per- 
fonage ; fome affirm that he was 
by birth a Phrygian 
he was a Thracian , and others af- 
fert, and perhaps with more probability, that 
he was a Samian, and of mean parentage. But 
however they difagree in this refpeft, they all 
unite in opinion, that his perfon was greatly 
deformed, that his body was crooked, that 
he was big-bellied, and badger-legg’d, that he 
had a flat nofe, hunch back, blubber lip, 
long mif-ffiapen head, and that his complexion 
was fo fwarthy, that he took his name from 
it JEfop and JEthiop (according to their ac- 
count) fignifying the fame thing ; they alfo 
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